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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 400,371 415,509 434,505 442,512 442,915 437,217 431,694 424,650

............Total, science and engineering fields 352,804 365,499 380,923 384,986 381,554 372,994 366,805 359,476

.............................................Sciences, total 252,754 260,087 271,434 276,248 276,078 273,077 270,360 264,995

..............................Physical sciences, total 32,539 33,007 33,691 33,583 32,768 31,791 30,832 29,652
................................................Astronomy 810 829 869 880 973 912 874 778

.................................................Chemistry 18,140 18,384 18,916 19,072 18,760 18,540 18,321 17,774
.....................................................Physics 13,380 13,600 13,692 13,423 12,752 12,073 11,404 10,901

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 209 194 214 208 283 266 233 199

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 12,898 13,209 13,855 14,134 14,327 14,144 13,682 12,986
..............................Atmospheric sciences 925 956 1,076 1,095 1,090 1,062 1,079 1,081

............................................Geosciences 7,260 7,131 7,305 7,360 7,299 7,156 6,875 6,543
.........................................Oceanography 2,216 2,274 2,402 2,473 2,678 2,549 2,462 2,313

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,497 2,848 3,072 3,206 3,260 3,377 3,266 3,049

......................Mathematical sciences, total 17,586 17,910 18,242 17,763 17,440 16,408 15,995 14,863
.......Mathematics & applied mathematics 14,955 15,212 15,356 14,786 14,402 13,380 13,003 12,232

...................................................Statistics 2,631 2,698 2,886 2,977 3,038 3,028 2,992 2,631

....................................Computer sciences 28,237 28,423 29,900 30,220 28,866 28,270 29,111 30,106

..................................Agricultural sciences 10,662 10,847 11,183 11,252 11,474 11,593 11,229 11,078

............................Biological sciences, total 46,577 48,284 50,375 52,275 53,833 54,109 53,680 52,870
...................................................Anatomy 1,000 1,051 1,030 1,027 1,079 1,056 1,111 1,094

............................................Biochemistry 5,005 5,160 5,333 5,455 5,567 5,493 5,203 5,040
.....................................................Biology 10,363 10,628 11,068 11,308 11,188 11,004 11,312 11,502

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,871 2,031 2,365 2,658 2,710 2,812 3,001 2,900
................................................Biophysics 642 697 751 780 794 845 833 748

......................................................Botany 2,712 2,673 2,665 2,705 2,741 2,605 2,501 2,396
..............................................Cell biology 2,555 2,809 3,093 3,362 3,753 3,874 3,870 3,807

....................................................Ecology 1,042 1,079 1,155 1,251 1,420 1,508 1,497 1,511
..........................Entomology/parasitology 1,173 1,171 1,193 1,247 1,263 1,241 1,234 1,161

...................................................Genetics 1,364 1,478 1,599 1,733 1,649 1,651 1,679 1,713
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,830 4,890 4,932 5,037 5,114 5,045 4,937 4,829

....................................................Nutrition 3,959 3,936 3,866 4,034 4,244 4,449 4,365 4,224
.................................................Pathology 1,287 1,378 1,379 1,485 1,603 1,575 1,583 1,621

..........................................Pharmacology 2,353 2,432 2,529 2,643 2,830 2,700 2,652 2,582
................................................Physiology 2,236 2,332 2,317 2,372 2,378 2,540 2,377 2,298

....................................................Zoology 2,091 2,168 2,117 2,115 2,085 2,063 1,907 1,723
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,094 2,371 2,983 3,063 3,415 3,648 3,618 3,721

........................................Psychology, total 36,022 37,915 39,312 39,539 39,688 39,071 38,721 39,110
.................................Psychology, general 14,310 13,537 13,474 12,957 12,688 12,143 11,333 11,773

..................................Clinical psychology 8,694 9,512 10,473 10,774 10,774 10,842 11,116 11,304
....................................Psychology, n.e.c. 13,018 14,866 15,365 15,808 16,226 16,086 16,272 16,033

.................................Social sciences, total 68,233 70,492 74,876 77,482 77,682 77,691 77,110 74,330
.............................Agricultural economics 2,232 2,311 2,454 2,334 2,222 2,292 2,085 2,015

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 6,249 6,480 6,862 7,114 7,414 7,419 7,491 7,236
...............Economics (except agricultural) 11,630 11,946 12,400 12,415 12,197 11,933 11,369 10,479

...............................................Geography 2,990 3,203 3,504 3,751 3,863 3,834 3,827 3,760
...........History and philosophy of science 331 337 360 369 387 401 409 443

................................................Linguistics 3,114 3,135 2,930 2,947 2,937 2,857 2,848 2,733
.......................................Political science 25,315 26,280 28,197 29,390 28,596 28,304 27,482 25,983

.................................................Sociology 7,062 7,489 8,003 8,347 8,359 8,385 8,249 8,180
............................Sociology/anthropology 1,077 824 902 841 877 840 850 874

.............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 8,233 8,487 9,264 9,974 10,830 11,426 12,500 12,627

.........................................Engineering, total 100,050 105,412 109,489 108,738 105,476 99,917 96,445 94,481
..............................Aerospace engineering 3,843 4,053 3,999 3,905 3,653 3,287 3,140 3,029
.............................Agricultural engineering 946 983 1,008 1,018 1,061 1,037 1,012 941
.............................Biomedical engineering 2,073 2,191 2,485 2,613 2,674 2,662 2,685 2,785

................................Chemical engineering 6,621 7,002 7,259 7,396 7,502 7,310 7,258 7,125
........................................Civil engineering 14,520 16,122 18,035 18,015 18,407 17,795 17,231 15,904

................................Electrical engineering 30,736 32,035 33,115 32,281 30,264 28,013 27,156 28,093
..................................Engineering science 2,002 2,124 2,185 2,148 2,069 1,945 1,741 1,636

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 10,125 11,520 12,371 12,467 12,575 11,981 11,350 10,657
.............................Mechanical engineering 15,762 16,638 17,538 17,461 16,886 15,625 14,753 14,278

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 4,836 5,035 5,353 5,216 5,071 4,821 4,643 4,572
....................................Mining engineering 409 475 426 411 399 362 351 333
...................................Nuclear engineering 1,278 1,282 1,286 1,306 1,246 1,154 980 868

...............................Petroleum engineering 662 699 729 717 612 594 551 561
.....................................Engineering, n.e.c. 6,237 5,253 3,700 3,784 3,057 3,331 3,594 3,699

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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.........................................Total, health fields 47,567 50,010 53,582 57,526 61,361 64,223 64,889 65,174

......................................Medical fields, total 10,598 11,218 11,978 13,349 14,182 14,725 14,587 14,268
..........................................Anesthesiology 329 443 511 494 516 529 647 616

..................................................Cardiology 0 2 8 11 14 19 18 48
.........................Oncology/cancer research 113 156 197 209 208 189 185 198

............................................Endocrinology 74 66 71 63 63 53 46 43
.......................................Gastroenterology 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 3

................................................Hematology 4 4 5 3 2 1 3 3
..................................................Neurology 844 1,003 1,149 1,311 1,455 1,554 1,632 1,696

........................Obstetrics and gynecology 5 10 3 3 4 6 4 18
...........................................Ophthalmology 37 32 27 19 32 30 33 33

...................................Otorhinolaryngology 4 3 0 1 2 0 0 2
...................................................Pediatrics 140 153 154 196 261 238 275 434

.....Preventive medicine/community health 8,031 8,183 8,533 9,595 10,078 10,575 10,205 9,518
..................................................Psychiatry 71 46 96 103 144 158 131 156

....................................Pulmonary disease 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
...................................................Radiology 196 233 252 287 320 268 227 221

......................................................Surgery 65 69 76 82 119 174 167 244
.............................Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 684 815 896 971 964 931 1,014 1,035

...............................Other health fields, total 36,969 38,792 41,604 44,177 47,179 49,498 50,302 50,906
.........................................Dental sciences 956 1,016 1,121 1,135 1,199 1,251 1,291 1,434

......................................................Nursing 18,633 18,949 19,938 20,801 22,688 23,564 22,314 21,583
...........................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,887 2,967 2,788 2,851 2,890 2,926 2,947 3,035

......................Speech pathology/audiology 6,386 6,722 7,503 7,992 8,418 8,669 9,173 9,435
...................................Veterinary sciences 881 875 923 853 858 915 932 1,160
..................................Health related, n.e.c. 7,226 8,263 9,331 10,545 11,126 12,173 13,645 14,259

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


